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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Open Space & Recreation Committee 

Meeting of January 15, 2020 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a public meeting of the Open Space & Recreation Committee (OSRC) was held on Wednesday January 
15, 2020 at 7:00 pm in the second-floor conference room. 
 
The OSRC was formed in September 2016 and given the following charge by the Board of Selectmen: 
Work to deliver a comprehensive update to the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). Once completed and approved, establish a process of 
ongoing review and updating of the OSRP as appropriate. Based on the findings of the OSRP, work with the Board of Selectmen and other relevant 
Town boards, commissions, and committees to maintain a list of target properties considered desirable for protection for various municipal uses. Work 
with private property owners and non-profit agencies to identify opportunities to preserve open space and funding sources to support these preservation 
efforts. Work with the Board of Selectmen to identify properties that are better suited for development than preservation and support the creation of a 
strategic plan to address these opportunities. Work to support adoption of planning, zoning, and assessment practices and policies that reinforce the 
objective of preserving and acquiring open space in the Town of Wenham. Provide progress reports to the Board of Selectmen as appropriate or as 
requested and make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen and to Town Meeting regarding the acquisition of open space for municipal purposes.  
On June 18, 2019 the BOS appointed the following members to the Open Space & Recreation Committee for 1-year terms 
beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020: Ernest C. Ashley, Vincent S. Fennell, Louis A. Randazzo, Thomas Starr, Asma 
A. Syed, Patrick J. Waddell, Ann B. Weeks  
 
Call to Order - With a quorum present, Mr. Ashley called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Committee present: Ernest Ashley, Chair; Asma Syed; Vincent Fennell, Vice Chair; Louis Randazzo; Patrick Waddell  
Not present: Ann Weeks; Tom Starr 
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator / OSRC Support 
 
Hear from Christopher LaPointe of Essex County Greenbelt  
Chris LaPointe, Director of Land Conservation Essex County Greenbelt Association was present at the request of the OSRC 
and gave an overview of Greenbelt’s mission to conserve open space, farmland, wildlife and help protect native plants, animals 
and natural corridors, ensure a healthy food supply, maintain clean water, and create free and accessible places for outdoor 
recreation and the enjoyment of nature.  Greenbelt works with landowners and the thirty-four cities and towns of Essex 
County.   
Founded in the 1960 to protect land, Greenbelt is involved with 18,000 acres of property in Essex County either through 
ownership, conservation restrictions or partnerships. 
Greenbelt owns about 7,000 acres total received by gift, through partnerships, or purchase and holds conservation restriction 
(development rights, and permanent restrictions) on about 225 properties for a total of 6,000 acres. 
Mr. LaPointe went on to talk about how Greenbelt can help communities get started to protect open space through assistance 
with programs, finances and outreach.  He stressed the importance of outreach to landowners including but not limited to 
knocking on doors, cold calls, forums, coffee, letters, etc.    
The committee referenced the successful open space program in Ipswich and how that might be applied in Wenham. 
Mr. LaPointe observed that not all programs are right for small towns. He noted that Ipswich is a good model but not realistic 
for a small town like Wenham as they have a full time paid staffed open space program embedded in the planning department.  
He reminded the committee that typically those in town hear about potential properties and Greenbelt relies in part on local 
groups to contact them with perspective properties and observed that towns are interested in conserving more land but not 
owning more land.  
Mr. LaPointe recommended that Wenham establish and improve connections with land owners.  Greenbelt can give advice and 
be thought of as a resource to assist with the process and grants. 
Mr. LaPointe mentioned a few grants through the Division of Conservation Services at the State Office of Energy and 
Environment Affairs such as conservation partnership grants, Grants for Drinking water zoned properties, private foundation 
grants, private fund raising.   
A lengthy discussion followed with Mr. LaPointe fielding questions from the committee. 
 
The committee processed the information Mr. LaPointe provided.   
The OSRC will consult with the BOS regarding the town’s approach to property owners.  
 
Ms. Berry noted that the Conservation Restrictions in Wenham have not been reviewed or followed up on recently and 
recommended this be done.   
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Review OSRC Annual Report  
The Committee reviewed the annual report draft.   There were no edits.  
It was noted that the OSRC is on the CPC agenda for Feb 3 to present the application for the bench and give an update on the 
action plan. 
 
Review parcel summaries  
• 87 Main Street – Tendercrop Farm. Ms. Berry will add that Greenbelt owns the Conservation Restriction on the abutting 

property at 13 Cherry Street 
• 97 Main Street – Tendercrop Farm 
• 94 Main Street – Wenham Golf Course  
 
Ms. Berry reported back that the neighborhood funding grants would most likely not be offered next year and Wenham was 
encouraged to apply this year.  The event would have to be held by April 2020 for reimbursement.  This is for outreach to large 
property owners. 
 
Edit/Approve Meeting Minutes - December 16, 2019  
The minutes were held for review.  
 
 
The committee will meet next on Tuesday February 11 at 7 pm. 
 
Adjournment – The committee unanimously adjourned at 8:19 pm  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
2.9.2020 
 
 
 
 
 


